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“Turn, O backsliding children, saith the Lord; for I am married unto 
you. and I will take you one of a city, and two of a family, and I will 
bring you to Zion: And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, 
which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding.”—JER. 3: 14, 15. 
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IS IT POLYTHEISM? 


A NUMBER of our reverend friends(?) are engaged in placing false con- 
structions on the doctrines and beliefs of the Latter-day Saints, or “Mor: 
mons” as they prefer to call us. There are two methods which they com- 
monly use for this purpose. One is to pick out isolated sentences from 
old sermons without giving the explanatory context; the other is the 
quotation of such excerpts from works that have never been accepted as 
authority by the Church and dubbing them as “Mormon standards.” 


Now, it should be understood that the only accepted published standards | 
of faith and doctrine of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 


are the Bible (King James’ translation) the Book of Mormon, the Doctrine 
and Covenants and the Pearl of Great Price, to which may be added :the 
Articles of Faith, a brief epitome furnished by Joseph Smith the Prophet. 
Other works are the views of the writers and are edifying, so far as they 
are correct and in harmony with those accepted standards. 

Our religious opponents rarely quate from these recognized authorities, 
but search through the supplementary and personal publications we have 
referred to, for the purpose of catching at a passage, here and there, which 
suits their purpose of misrepresentation. 

For instance, a Presbyterian Dr., who is one of the most active in 
the new crusade, has had articles published, in which he charges that 
Joseph Smith taught “polytheism” and that Brigham: Young did ‘the 
same. The carefully selected sentences and half senténces which he gives 
to the publit are not taken from thé ‘standards of our faith. They ane 
open to discussion as the views of the authors, if taken in their entirety, 


| 
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but would have to be accepted by the Church in order to be ranked with 
the standards. 

What the gentleman has endeavored to prove through public prints is 
that the “Mormon” God is a man, that He is Adam, and that there are 
many other Gods who are objects of “Mormon” worship. He pretends 
to quote from Joseph Smith in support of his assertion. In the discourse 
to which he alludes, Joseph was giving a translation from the Hebrew 
Bible. Quoting the first chapter of Genesis, he said: 

“IT shall comment on the very first Hebrew word in the Bible; 1 will 
make a comment on the very first sentence of the history of creation in 
the Bible—‘Berosheit.’ I want to analyze the word, ‘Baith’ in, by 
through, and everything else. ‘Rosh’—the head. ‘Sheit’—grammatical 
termination. When the inspired man wrote it, he did not put the ‘baith’ 
there. An old Jew without any autbority added the word: he thought it 
too bad to talk about the head]! It read first, ‘The head one of the Gods 
brought forth the Gods.“ That isthe true meaning of the words. ‘Baurau’ 
signities to bring forth. If you do not believe it, you do not believe the 
learned man of God. Learned men can learn you no more than what I 
have oF you. Thus the head God brought forth the Gods in the grand 
council.” 

The discourse is founded on that quotation. In the same sermon the 
Prophet said : 

“There is one God, one Father, one Jesus, one hope of our calling, one 
baptism.” 

The Rev. Dr. did not quote that, it would not have suited his purpose. 
In one sense of the term there are many persons who are called gods; in 
another sense there is but one God, who is supreme. As the Apostle Paul 
pute it: 

“For though there be that are called gods, whether in heaven or on earth 
oe there be gods many and lords many). But to us there is one God the 


ather, of whom are all things, and we in Him, and one Lord Jesus Christ 
by whom are all things and we by Him.”—I Cor. 8: 5, 6. 


In reference to the same idea Jesus said to the Pharisees: 


„Is it not written in your law | said ye are gods? If he called them 
s to whom the word of the Lord came, and the scripture cannot be 

roken, Say ye of Him whom the Father hath sanctified and sent into the 
— thou blasphemest because I said I am the Son of God?”—John 10: 
35-6. 
In the beginning Elohim made the heaven and the earth.” Is not the 
word plural? Does it not wean “the gods?” What is meant by “Let us 
make man in our image, after our likeness} Why were Adam and Eve 
told they would become as the gods, knowing good from evil? Is it not 
because as Paul said, “there be gods many and lords many?” 

But they are all one in the same sense as that declared by Jesus in His 
prayer for His disciples: 

„That they all may be one as thou Father art in me and I in thee that 
they also may be one in us.“ John 17: 21. 

It is written also: 


In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. The same was in beginning with God.” John 1: 1, 2. 
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Again we read: 


“For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, 
and the Holy Ghost, and these three are one.”—I John 5: 7. 


Thus there are at least three separate and distinct persons called God. 
Three Gods who are one because of their perfect unity of mind, purpose 
and action. If that is polytheism, then the “Mormons” are polytheists. 
It is Bible polytheism, in which they believe. If the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Ghost are not three individual personalities, the New Testament 
is full of palpable errors. Each is called God, and how many more such 
exalted persons there are in the eternal worlds, no one who has not gazed 
upon the glories of the celestial kingdom can even imagine. But if three 
perfected persons can be rationally called One, so can a million or any 
numher who have reached a similar condition, and David did not blas- 
pheme when he exclaimed: 

God standeth in the congregation of the mighty; he judgeth among 
the I have said ye are gods and all of you are children of the Most 
High.”—Ps. 82: 1, 6. 

But though in “Mormon” doctrine the individuality of each person in 
the divine Trinity is maintained and they are each called God, yet it also 
presents the grand monotheistic truth of a universal, all-pervading essence, 
which is the light and life of all things and is omnipresent, uncreated, 
without beginning or end, the spirit of intelligence which is truth eternal. 
Doctrine and Covenants, sections 88 and 93. 


Our religious opponents do not quote from that book which is a standard, 


but garble a few extracts from works that are not final authority. 

Now as to the ideas entertained by the late President Brigham Young 
concerning Adam. The first man is the head of the race, the father of all. 
He isthe Ancient of Days. What he lost for the time being by “the 
fall,” he regained by the atonement. The redemption is perfect and com- 
plete. In the resurrection he will stand in his place, as will every man 
who is exalted to the fullness of glory. He will be over all his posterity 
for ever, and have the dominion, with Eve, that was given to him “in the 
beginning.” He is and will be our father and our god, in the same sense 
as other perfect beings are gods, even the sons of God. | 


“Beloved, now are we the sons of God and it doth not yet appear what 
we shall be, but we know that when he shall appear we shall be like him 
for we shall see him as he is,” I John 3: 2. 


There are to be a hundred and forty-four thousand redeemed and per- 
fected beings baving the Father’s name, the name of God, written on their 
foreheads (Kev. 3: 12; 14: 1). ) 

We have only touched briefly on the outlines of this important subject, 
and quoted but a few verses of scripture which refer toit. The Latter-day 
Saints believe in the doctrines of the Bible, but they have received addi- 
tional light in regard to Deity and man’s relation to God, from the foun- 
tain of all intelligence. Persons bound up in the narrow creeds and tied 
to the vain philosophies of modern perverted Christianity, attempt to 
ridicule and misrepresent that which they do not understand, forgetful 
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of the fact that the efforts of learned theologians to explain what God is 
have involved them all in a maze of absurdities and contradictions, and 
have placed as an object of worship a solemn nothing, which, on their own 
definitions, is simply empty space or that which is an impossibility. 

In “Mormon” doctrine the spirit of man is the offspring of the Eternal 
Father, made in His image and capable of development into His perfec- 
tions. The resurrected, glorified man will stand at the head of his own 
posterity, who will revere him as their great patriarch and king, and a 
god in the sense in which the term is used in ancient and modern revela- 
tion. But there is one supreme, omnipotent Deity to whom all, creatures 
in heaven and earth will eventually bow the knee, and Him we worship 
and adore, and He is our Father and our God, to whom be praise and 
obedience and glory for evermore!—Deseret News. 


QUIET CHATS. No. 1. 


THE PERSONALITY or Gop. 
[Concluded from page 608.] 

Mr. W. I quite agree with you and yet can see that a greater infer- 
ence may be entertained if we accept the record as it is, for not only in 
the Creation was it said, “Let us make man in our own image, after our 
likeness,” but it further says, “So God created man in his own image, in 
the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.” 
Gen. 1: 26, 27. 

Mr. B. It seems to be incontrovertible that the record bears out your 
idea, at the same time the likeness is surely now but very indistinct in 
large numbers of the human race. 

Mr. W. Why yes, in the exercise of agency and as the result of dis- 
obedience, it is as an old writer said, “God made man upright, but he hath 
sought out many inventions,” and of ancient Israel it was said, that “they 
provoked the Lord to anger because of their inventions.” 

Mr. B. 1 can see in this, somewhat, not only of form, but also of 
Fatherhood, but it is still vague and misty to my mind. 

Mr. W. You certainly strike a key here which revelation accepts, for 
it is expressly declared that God is the Father of the Spirits of all flesh,“ 
and human organization can only be the dwelling place of a spirit possess- 
ing the same or a similar form, and of Jesus, Paul said, “Who being in the 
form of God thought it not robbery to be equal with God.” 

Mr. B. One thing I must confess, there is a nearness in this conception 
of God which never can obtain in the vague, diffuse, non-understandable 
and unreachable idea of the creed. 

Mr. W. You are right, and it interprets that scripture which says, 
“that he is a God at hand and not afar off,” and that he is nigh unto 
every one of us if we will but believe.” 

Mr. B. Then there is a certain sympathy apparent even on the surface; 
and prayer would seem easier and response more sure. 

Mr. W. You have climbed a big step already, and from that yow can 
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invoke aid and reeeive blessing, even in regard to our little conversation 
and comment, as I know for myself. 

Mn. B. Probably we have now pursued this topic as far as it can be 
either necessary or profitable at present, I am, in fact, about convinced, 
and the Bible certainly has more in it than I thought it had. 

Mr. W. There are yet numerous evidences unpresented, and yet once 
agreed upon the personality or form of God, it seems superfluous to refer 
to the different organs of personal organization, to which allusion is so 
frequently made; as for instance to the hands, arms, lips, ears, eyes, nos- 
trils, mouth, head and feet, or to refer specifically to the fact that these 
organs were all used, for God talked, walked, listened, heard, he also ate 
and drank. 

Mn. B. It is strange that the religious world have overlooked this 
representation of the Diety in the very book which they claim to be divine. 

Mr. W. So it is, but their conclusions are all part of the inventions“ 
deprecated, and for which neither He nor the scriptures are in any way 
responsible. 

Mn. B. I can see now, too, that attributes belong also to organization 
or to personality, that faculty and function must be together, and that 
both imply use of course. 

Mr. W. We need not do more than admit at this time, at least, that 
God loves, hates, respects, is angry, merciful, just and righteous, in fact, 
exhibits only in a degree uncomprehended of man, all the attributes of 
character which we are taught by the religious sentiment to create or to 
foster in ouselves, and which, when so exhibited, compel us to say of a 
man, he is God-like, in all that is implied so far as human action harmon- 
izes therewith. 

Mr. B. I am indeed grateful for the consideration you have given me 
in this matter, it has extended far beyond my thought or intention, and I 
shall be glad to pursue further our investigation when you have time and 
the conditions are equally favorable with the present. 

Mr. W. I certainly have enjoyed your visit and your attention, and 
I cordially invite you to come again when yor desire. 

Mr. B. Before we part, I want again to express a thought which you 
have evidently overlooked and that is, excuse me, in this chapter of Genesis 
from which you quoted where it says, speaking of the creation of man, 
Male and female created he them.” 

Mr. W. As to that, all that we know of Nature which is God mani- 
fested in His works, points out sexual variety—male and female, and it 
in no way runs counter to observation and experience, if this feature 
which is everywhere, includes even the Creator. 

Me. B. I am free to confess that this idea is altogether new to me, and 
I cannot say that [ accept it or can grasp it at present. 

Mr. W. Oh, “there are far more things in heaven and earth than is 
dreamt of in your philosophy”! as Shakespeare says, but the hour is 
late and we will leave this at present, only in the interval I ask you to 
read carefully these verses by a beloved and gifted author, which I very 
much admire, the first verse begins ‘‘Oh my Father,” ete. 


614 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


Mr. B. I shall have great pleasure in doing so, but it is too late now 

and | will take it home and read it at my leisure. 
Mn. W. That is just what I intended, aud now, Good night! God bless 

you and give you the Spirit of Light and Truth. 

Mr. B. Thanks, good night! I shall long remember this interview with 
you, and hope it will not be the last. 

Mr. W. Thank you, good night! 

Ma. B. Good night! 


THE WORK OF THE ELDERS. 


Ir is often stated, sometimes jeeringly and at others in a congratulatory 
tone that the missionaries of the “Mormon” Church in certain Jocalities 
“failed to make any converts.” This suggests the idea of the need of in- 
formation among our sectarian friends and also writers for the press, as to 
the purpose in view of “Mormon” missionaries and the spirit in which 
they labor. 

The making of converts seems to be the great desideratum in missionary 
efforts, by the preachers of other sects. Not so with the Elders of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Of course every missionary 
is pleased when he sees good fruits from his toil. He is glad not only 
because he reaps where he sowed, but because souls that were in darkness 
are brought into the light, and the Church is strengthened by the addition 
of faithful members. 

But the mission of our Elders is to preach the Gospel, whether it is 
accepted or rejected. It has been revealed from heaven to be proclaimed 
to every nation, kindred, tongue and people. It is “a savor of life unto 
life or of death unto death.” It is to condemn as well as to redeem. “He 
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, but he that believeth not 
shall be damned.” It is to be offered to all mankind, freely, and the duty 
of the preacher is performed whether he makes converts or enemies. 

The Elders are sent with a message. It has come from heaven. It does 
not matter whether any one believes it or not. It is to be carried and 
delivered to all the world. God will be with the messengers, no matter 
what may be the effects of their ministrations. The seeds of truth 
must be sown, even if they fall by the wayside and sink only into stony 
ground. The world must be warned. It is a warning voice that the 
Elders raise among the nations. They are to call people to repentance; 
to herald the approaching advent of the world’s Redeemer and King; to 
proclaim the Kingdom of heaven’s at hand; to announce the impending 
judgments which will shortly overtake the wicked. All that is independ- 
ent of making cenverts. 

The success of a “Mormon” missionary is not to be gauged by the num- 
ber of persons he baptized into the Church. The planter is as honorable 
as the harvester. Some laborers gather the crops that their predecessors 
have planted. Some care for and instruct the new members and train 
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the young in the path of life. Some travel from place to place and pre- 
pare the way for others. 

The diffusion of Gospel light and truth is the chief work of our mis- 
sionaries. It has had a mighty effect upon the religious thought and 
progress of the nineteenth century. “Mormon” doctrines that were 
scoffed at sixty years ago, and denounced as damnable heresies, are now 
proclaimed from the very pulpits that then condemned them. Where 
once a “Mormon” Elder would be in danger of his life, he now finds 
friends and a cordial welcome. The religions of to-day are more tolerant 
than they were half a century ago, and the influence of “Mormonism” has 
aided largely in producing the change. 

The mission of the Elders of this Church is world-wide and searching. 
It matters not if they do not make a convert. The Gospel they bear must 
be carried to every place, and the warning voice must sound to every 
people. Without fee or earthly reward of any kind, those devoted minis- 
ters of a derided faith and representatives of a maligned people, will con- 
tinue their labors of love in spite of all opposition and undaunted at 
apparent non-success. They are the servants of the Lord and will do 
His bidding, looking to Him for their recompense, which will be theirs 
when every man is judged according to his deeds, and they will not be 
valued according to the converts they have gained.— Deseret News. 


— — — 


POOR EYES AND TOBACCO. 


— 


From one more standpoint the use of tobacco has been shown to be 
objectionable. Dr. Francis Dowling, after extensive investigation, has 
found that even moderate use of tobacco tends to weaken the eyes and to 
produce color-blindness, and that these effects, coming as they do slowly, 
are often not noticed until the injury is complete or the habit so ingrained 
upon the victim that it cannot be thrown off. It is argued that the same 
destructive results are present in other nerves and organs of the body, 
since the smoke and poison come in contact with these in some cases to a 
greater extent than with the eye. 

That tobacco does weaken the whole system and destroy health was 
shown in the recruiting for volunteers recently, especially in the East. A 
surprising number of young men were rejected as being physically incap- 
able of serving their country, and the cause was in most cases shown to be 
the cigarette habit. 

The uncleanliness of the tobacco habit is apparent, and many cities, Salt 
Lake included, have passed laws forbidding spitting and the throwing of 
stumps of cigars and cigarettes upon the sidewalks and on the floors of public 
buildings. But besides this and the unhealthfulness of its use, the Latter- 
day Saints have another reason for condemning the chewing and smoking 
of tobacco. It is the command of the Lord that they shall use it only as a 
medicine. Of course the reason of giving the command is very plain, 
tobacco is hurtful and not intended for the use of man in chewing and 
smoking. Juvenile Instructor, 
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 1899. 


TO HIM THAT OVERCOMETH. 


“For I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that believeth, to the Jew first, and also 
to the Greek. For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith 
to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.” 

This statement of Paul is a general definition of the Gospel, the details 
of which every individual must learn and put into practice for bimself in 
order that it may bring salvation to him individually. It will not do for him 
to sit still and merely believe that Jesus did it all, and that there is nothing 
for him to do only to believe. As well might the pupil in the school say, 
“The teacher is paid to teach me, so there is nothing for me to do only to 
believe that he is able and willing todoso, and I shall be educated.” Steam 
is the power to run large ships across the ocean, but in order to get the 
benefit of that power, men are obliged to learn and work out all the de- 
tails of machinery necessary and apply the water and the fire or it will 
drive no ships for them. Electricity is the power that can light up our 
streets and homes, but if we merely believe this and do nothing more, we 
shall remain in the dark until doomsday as far as electric light is con- 
cerned. 

Salvation is something more than merely an imaginary blissful condi- 
tion in the next world which may be attained by acknowledging that 
Jesus is the Christ. There is much in this life from which one needs to 
be saved in order to fit him for thé anticipated glory in the next. The 
first step towards salvation is a belief in God, the Father, and in His Son 
Jesus Christ, through which men are saved from the doubts, fears and 
superstitions of the world. Next comes a consciousness of sin from which 
men desire to be saved; this comes through a sincere repentance and a 
turning away from sin, which is salvation from sin in the future; but by 
looking back the penitent sees a past life of sinful practices, the conse- 
quences of which he desires to escape. On account of his sincere repent- 
ance the way is opened, and baptism for the remission of sins by one hav- 
ing authority, is administered and he is saved from the consequences of 
past sins and is made white through the blood of the Lamb. Is there yet 
other things from which salvation is desirable? O, yes, one of the worst 
things that stand in the way of advancement—the sin of ignorance. Sal- 
vation from this comes through the gift of the Holy Ghost, which “shall 
teach you all things, and show you things to come.” 

There is yet another salvation that applies to all alike whether they be 
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wicked or righteous; this is brought about independent of the one who 
receives its benefits; it is redemption from that condition most dreaded 
by mortals—salvation from death and the grave through the resurrection, 
brought about by the atoning blood of Christ, when all will be brought 
before the judgment seat to be judged according to the deeds done in the 
body. As in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.” 

It might be supposed that this would complete the principles of salva- 
tion. But no, Paul says, “Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine 
of Christ, let us go on to perfection; not laying again the foundation of 
repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, of the doctrine of 
baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of the resurrection of the dead, 
and of eternal judgment. And this wil] we do if God permit.” 

How are we to go on to perfection? By saving ourselves, with the help 
of the Lord, from all evil passions incident to fallen human nature. “To 
him that overcometh will I grant to sit with mein my throne.” First, it 
is necessary to be saved from worldly pride. “Whosoever shall not re- 
ceive the kingdom of God as a little child shall in no wise enter therein.” 
Then salvation from avarice is essential. “If thou wilt be perfect, go and 
sell that thou hast and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in 
heaven: and come and follow me.” Are any given to a hasty temper? 
salvation is needed. “Whosoever is angry with his brother without a 
cause shall be in danger of the judgment.” Do any hold malice? “But I 
say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you.” Are any 
drunkards? No drunkards shell inherit the kingdom of God.” 

These evil tendencies, from which salvation is necessary, might be 
enumerated indefinitely. Not only these must be overcome by the aid 
of the Holy Spirit, but even the thoughts of the heart must be brought 
into subjection to the will of God. “For out of the heart proceedeth evil 
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blas- 
phemies. These are the things which defile a man.” 

Who can be perfect without overcoming these things? When men teach 
that all that is necessary to salvation is to believe in Jesus Christ, believe 
them not for they are blind leaders of the blind and all will fall into the 
ditch; but rather believe Him who said, “And every one that hesreth 
these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish 
man, which built his house upon the sand: And the rain descended, and 
the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it 
fell: and great was the fall of it.” A. W. 


Exper WILLIAM Naywor and wife, of Salt Lake City, who have been 
sojourning in England since the 3rd of August, visiting relatives and 
places of interest and locking up genealogy, called in on Saturday morn- 
ing, the 23rd inst., to give us the parting hand-shake before embarking 
for their mountain home. They will sail from Glasgow on the 28th per 
the Anchor Line s.s. City of Rome. We wish them a pleasant voyage and 
a safe return. ; 


Tue Bury Times gives a very kindly notice of the labors of the Elders 


618 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


in that town, it mentions the Elders by name and gives a nice synopsis of 
the Sunday evening meeting and services. The Elders will duly appreci- 
ate so liberal and unprejudiced a notice; not that any other representation 
would be fair and just, but because this is so unusual as to arrest attention 
and command our thanks. 


WANTED.— Mrs. Mary Williams, 18 School Lane, Bevington Road, New 
Ferry, Cheshire, would like to hear from her daughter Mrs. Mary Grice, 
who left Liverpool for Utah about 14 years ago, her husband following 
later.— Utah papers please copy. 


In the account of the death of Elder Samuel T. Clarke in our last issue 
a typographical error occurs in the date of his arrival in the mission. It 
should have been September 6, 1898. 


ARRIVALS.—The following named missionaries from Zion arrived in 
Liverpool per American line ss. Rhynland, September 21, 1899: For the 
British Mission—Franklin E. Seal, Riverton; and Benjamin H. Bullock, 
Provo. For the Scandinavian Mission—Joseph J. Cannon, Cannon Ward. 
For the Netherlands Mission—George Hickenlooper, Salt Lake City, and 
Sylvester Q. Cannon, Cannon Ward. 

Elder John Arthur Rey Day and wife, of Salt Lake City, were with the 
company on a visit to relatives and to search for genealogy. Elder Day 
holds a missionary certificate and will do work in that line while in 
England. 


RELEASE AND APPOINTMENTS.—Elder Abraham Evans of the Welsh 
Conference has been honorably released to return home per s.s. Furnessia, 
October 12. 

Elder Franklin E. Seal has been appointed to labor in the Bristol 
Conference, and Elder Benjamin H. Bullock in the Leeds Conference. 


MEMORIAL SERVICES OF ELDER SAMUEL T. CLARKE. 


On Friday last President Lyman went to Cardiff to attend the memorial 
services of Elder Samuel T. Clarke. The services were held on Sunday, 
September 24, at the Mission House, 188 Cathays Terrace, Cardiff. In 
attendance, besides President Lyman, were all the Elders of the Welsh 
Conference and several from other Conferences, among whom were four 
special acquaintances and fellow townsmen of Elder Clarke, also some 
non-members who had taken a special liking to Brother Clarke on account 
of his kindly spirit and lovable disposition. Some of his relatives also 
were in attendance. 

The speakers were President Wm. J. Wale, Elders Wm. H. Thomas, Wm. 
H. Griffin, H. L. James and President Platte D. Lyman, all of whom spoke 
in the highest terms of the purity of life, ability and devotion to missionary 
labor and kindness of heart of the deceased, besides desoribing, for the 
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consolation and comfort of the living, the hopes for the future of the 
Latcer-day Saints and the blessings that attend and follow obedience to 
the laws of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

The untimely departure of Elder Clarke has left a void in the . of 
the Elders, the Saints and others, to whom he had become endeared while 
sojourning in the mission, and all mourn in sympathy with the bereaved 
ones in the far off home in the mountains. 

The body lies in the care of an undertaker, enclosed in an hermetically 
sealed casket, awaiting advices from home. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


Tux following is from Elder B. R. Birchall of the Manchester Conference: 


“Last Sunday in Oldham we held three good meetings. At the Sunday 
School in the morning, many of the young people were moved to tears as 
Brother Joseph Kirkham spoke to them in a few well chosen farewell words, 
he having been honorably released to return home on the 28th. In the 
afternoon we had about fifty of a congregation to listen to the Australian 
Missionaries, Elders Reese and Clegg, who are on their way north to 
Glasgow to take the steamer for Zion. 

“At our evening meeting our hall was nicely filled, notwithstanding the 
inclemency of the weather. Elder Kirkham and Sister Johnson, who is 
also leaving to join her husband in Utah, spoke at great length upon the. 
precious principles of the Gospel. At the close of the meeting which 
lasted over two hours, the congregation felt they could not let Elder 
Kirkham depart without showing some appreciation of his labors, and so 
as a mark of esteem, they presented him a purse of silver amounting to 
£1 78. 6d. On rising to accept the same Brother Kirkham was deeply 
moved, beyoud expression, for the Spirit of God had melted all our hearts 
in meekness and love. The proceedings closed by singing ‘God be with 


you till we meet again,’ and then we engaged in a hearty shake of the 
hand and a sobbing Good Bye.“ 


Mr. Epwin WALE, a non-member, writes to his brother, President Wale 
of the Welsh Conference, on the death of Elder Samuel T. Clarke as 
follows: 


“My heart bleeds and weeps with you all. Oh! strange, sad, heart- 
rending, incredible news, that poor, dear Brother Clarke is in the eternal 
world! How strangely, how myteriously does the great God do His work! 
Oh! my dear brother, this is indeed heartrending news! 

J don’t know how I feel with regard to dear Brother Clarke. He was 
such a nice fellow. To myself I thought time after time what a beautiful, 
kind, even, and soft temper and disposition he had. He seemed the model 
of a Christian man and gentleman. I can even now picture his smiling 
face and pleasant features in your room. But to be told that he is now 
in eternity almost baffles belief. 

“May God bless, comfort, and help you and all those who are connected 
with Brother Clarke by religious, social, and family ties.“ 


| 
| 
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A REMARKABLE PARALLEL. 


THE word parallel expresses exactly what we desire to present at this 
time, not probably in its full and unrestricted meaning, but as “to corres- 
pond,” “to resemble,” “to place so as to keep (show) the same direction,” 
or by “comparison.” 

We will point out how the lives of two noted characters ran on parallel 
lines. We do this without prejudice and without presumption, yet with 
all reverence and due respect, and without inference that that parallel 
was in every detail unified and perfect, but enough so as to justify the 
prefix of “remarkable,” and set the reader thinking. 


Jesus was of obscure and humble parentage, although a descendant of 
David according to the flesh, and by direct lineage through Jacob to 
Abraham, and Shem up to Adam. 

Joseph Smith was of obscure parentage, yet he was of the lineage of 
that Joseph who was in Egypt and consequently had alliance with the 
Priestly order of all the ages long gone by. 


Jesus at twelve years of age was found in the temple hearing and asking 
questions of the Rabbis and doctors of that famed and glorious building. 

Joseph Smith at about the same age was asking of Christian ministers, 
questions which they derided, and to which they had no reply. 


There is little if anything said of Jesus after twelve until at thirty 
years of age, when he received baptism at the hands of John. 


There is but little known of the early years of Joseph Smith, or from 
the time of his first vision until after he organized the Church in 1830, the 
preceding years being silently and mainly preparatory as in the case of 
Jesus. 

When Jesus began His mission He gradually evolved an order of things 
unlike anything then known on the earth. 

When Joseph Smith began his work it was unlike, both in origin and 
character, anything upon the earth, but in its evolution it became the exact 
counterpart of the order of Jesus. 


When Jesus began He submitted Himself to the authority of John the 
Baptist and was baptized of him in Jordan in order that he might “fulfill 
all righteousness.” 

When Joseph Smith entered upon his ministry he was ordained of John 
the Baptist, and at his instance was baptized by one (Oliver Cowdery) who 
was commanded and set apart to this end. 

When the work of Jesus began to spread, the query was asked “Ig not 
this the carpenter’s son whom we all know,“ and then “Can any good 
thing come out of Nazareth.” 

When Joseph Smith began to attract attention, the query was “Is not 


this Old Joe Smith’s son, whom we all know,” and then, “Can any good 
thing come from such an origin?” 


As Jesus continued to manifest Himself it was said that “He cast out 
devils by Beelzebub, the prince of Devils,” and it was also declared of 
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Him that He was a glutton and a winebibber, and that He associated Him- 
self with “publicans and sinners.” 

Then similar things were said of Joseph Smith, he was “a money digger, 
an idler and a man of no repute, a deceiver, and an impostor.” 


When Jesus called His brethren to aid him in His work, and selected 
the fishermen as His companions, they were counted as interested, and 
they were belied and harassed as was He. 

When Joseph chose his witnesses, they were charged with confederacy 
and their interest was hinted at as being that of participants in delusion. 


When Jesus found His bitterest enemies, they were of the Priests whose 
vested interests and jealousy of “the New Teacher” led them to continu- 
ous persecution. 

When Joseph Smith set forth his teachings, ministers, religious leaders 


were his bitterest opponents and his deadliest enemies and they so con- 
tinued. 


When the bigoted Pharisees clamored for the conviction of Jesus, they 
denounced Him before the civil tribunals as a disturber and an enemy to 
the government. 

When Joseph Smith’s principles were beyond the reach of argument he 
was charged with crime, including treason, and was always in peril of 
legal process. 

When a traitor was needed in the case of Jesus He was found among 
His intimates, and He was betrayed with a kiss into the hands of His 
enemies. 

When treachery was needed as to Joseph Smith, it was found among his 
bosom friends, Judas was ready there for his arrest. 


When the countrymen of Jesus had fully hounded Him before the 
authorities they cried out “Crucify him, crucify him, we will not have 
this man to rule over us.” 

When Joseph Smith was delivered to the requisition of power his ene- 
mies said, “If the law cannot reach him, powder and ball shall.” 


When Jesus went before Pilate he washed his hands of the case saying, 
“T find no fault in him, do with him as you will.” He simply left his 
prisoner to an implacable foe. 

When Governor Ford pledged the honor of the State of Illinois for the 


safety of Joseph Suith, both knew that “his fate was fixed, his doom was 
sealed.” 


When Jesus was crucified He cried “Father forgive them for they know 

not what they do,” then he went to his death—the death of the cross. 
When Joseph went to Carthage he said, “I am calm as a summer's 

morning, but it will yet be said of me he was murdered in cold blood.” 


Jesus was cognizant and confident of His mission, He knew He was sent 
of God, that He was the representative of His Father, that He held the 
keys of the meridian dispensation, and that none could come unto the 
Father but by Hiw. 


Joseph Smith knew that he was called of God, that he had a special 
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mission to re-introduce the Gospel of Jesus Christ to man, and that being 
ordained to this, none can enjoy the fullness thereof save through him. 


By the shedding of the blood of the Testator, the Testament or message 
of Christ became sealed and certified to as of force in all the world, as far 
as its delegates reached and preached. 

Similarly in this dispensation, its Prophet sealed his testimony with his 
blood, and that is now in force in al] the earth wherever the sound thereof 
may come. 


Jesus when rejected for His doctrines could say, “If ye believe not my 
words, believe me for the very works sake.” 

Joseph Smith could use the same expression and with the same reason, 
“his works are his monument,” chey speak louder than words. 


Simeon said of Jesus, “This child is set for the fall and rising again of 
many in Israel, and for a sign which shall be spoken against.” 

The Angel Moroni told Joseph Smith in the beginning of his mission 
that “his name should be had for good and evil among all nations.” 


The Savior said, “And this Gospel of the kingdom shall be preached 
in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end 
come.” 

John the Revelator said, “I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, 
having the everlasting Gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, 
and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,” 

Joseph Smith said, that this Moroni with other angels appeared unto 
him, and gave him power and authority to preach and proclaim the same 
Gospel as a prelude to the second coming of Jesus Christ, whose mission 
it will be, after the opportunity of hearing has been given, to “take ven- 
geance on them that know not God and that obey not the Gospel of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” 


Paul said, in writing to the Colossians from Rome toward the end of his 
ministry, that the Gospel of which he was a minister “was preached to 
every creature under heaven,” so “mightily grew the word of God and 
prevailed.” 

An Elder of the Church of Jesus Christ can now say, that the Gospel 
has been preached in every State of the American Union, in Canada, 
Mexico, Great Britain, Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Germany, Switzerland, 
Holland, Belgium, Turkey, New Zealand, Australia, Tasmania, Hawaii, 
the Society, Teumatic and Philippine Islands and other countries. 

It was said by John of Jesus that if all the things he said and did were 
written every one, he supposed that even “the world itself could not con- 
tain the books that should be written.” 

No adequate idea can be given of that which has been written in this 
generation for and against that “marvellous work and a wonder” which 
Joseph Smith introduced and established by divine appointment and 
approbation, in this “the dispensation of the fullness of times.” . 

The scriptures say, “In the mouth of two or three witnesses every word 
shall be established.” He that hath ears to hear, let him hear”! : 
| N. 
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LOST IN THE GREAT CLOSED LAND. 


Ir is strange that in these days of exploration there should still be a 
land which has never been penetrated by a white man. Lhassa, the capi- 
tal of Tibet, is the one city on the face of the earth which no stranger can 
enter. This land of mystery, whose locked gates so many brave men have 
tried to open, is fourteen times as big as England, and is three miles above 
the level of the sea. Its population is about as large as the population of 
London. Only one Englishman has ever been in the sacred city—Thomas 
Manning, who reached it in 1811. He was soon sent back again, however, 
and since that time travellers and missionaries have risked their lives in 
attempts to solve the riddle of the unknown land. Mrs. Lucie Rijubart, 
the American wife of a Dutch missionary in China, has reached the 
farthest point in Tibet ever trodden by a stranger, but she has paid 
dearly for her courage. It was Mrs. Rijnhart, who, with her husband, 
assisted Captain Welby and Lieutenant Malcolm, two English officers, 
in their recent journey across Tibet, and since then the missionary 
and his wife, with their little boy hardly more than a year old, re- 
solved to do what in them lay to carry the Gospel into the heart of 
this strange country. To-day Lucie Rijnhart is back in her home in 
a little village on the borders of Manitoba, her boy lies in a lonely 
grave in wild Tibet, and her husband she has lost for ever in this world, 
unless a miracle brings him home again. For months they travelled, 
singing hymns and distributing Bibles, as they rode along the mountain 
streams. Then their horses were shot, their men left them, and they were 
helpless and alone. On the day before yesterday,” writes the brave wife, 
“my husband swam across the river to get the people in the tents to come 
with their animals to our aid. He swam across and turned on the bank 
to wave his band at me. Then he disappeared behind the rocks. For 
three days I have waited for him to come back, but he does not.” And 
now Lucie Rijnhart is alone in Manitoba, her beautiful face worn with 
grief, her child snatched from her, her husband dead or worse than dead 
in the Great Closed Land. What her husband is suffering must be diffi- 
cult to describe. The Tibetians are not werciful with strangers. In- 
truders” are made to ride on horseback on a wooden saddle with a high 
back from which iron spikes stick out horizontally; or to stand on a log 
of wood with their legs thrust as wide apart as the strength of five men 
can force them. Red-hot irons are held within an inch of their eyes, 
guns are fired close to their heads, and the rack is as common as in the 
days of the Inquisition. It is to be hoped the brave missionary is dead, 
rather than enduring the tortures which other travellers have suffered. 
All efforts to find him have been in vain and Madame Rijnhart is mourn- 
ing bim as the last of the martyrs of Tibet.— Public Opinion. 


THE Rome correspondent of the Daily Mail telegraphs:—In order to 
give historical prominence to the consecration of the year 1900 to our Lord, 
Leo XIII. has decided to have sanctuaries dedicated to the Savior on the 
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